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Lesson 1.—Jesus Rebukes Insincerity. 
Luke 11:14 to 123, 34-59, 
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Where Thou Shalt Command 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 


HERE Thou, God, shalt command, 
My feet must go; 
They must not, shall not now, 
Reluctance know. 
Christ’s feet trod weary miles 
Man’s need to serve; 
Lord, give me grace that I 
May never swerve 
From rugged, thorny trails 
And torrents wild; 
For Thou wilt hold my hand— 
I am Thy child! 


% 


Safety in Thorns 


Annoyances that seem to us like 
thorns have their purpose. A certain 
Cooper’s hawk has become very bold 
and will often come within twenty feet 
of a house in pursuit of a flock of Eng- 
lish sparrows. But they have learned 
that they can find safety deep down in 
@ large barberry bush. The hawk swoops 
in, hops around the bush on the ground, 
Springs to the top of it, and generally 
flies off frustrated. While he is near, 
there is great excitement among the 
sparrows, but when they think the coast 
is clear, they go back to the feeding 
station. Through Hosea, God pleaded 
with Israel in highly symbolic language, 
as a husband would plead with a way- 
ward wife. He said: “Therefore, be- 
hold, I will hedge up thy way with 
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not find her paths. And she shall fol- 
low after her lovers, but she shall not 
overtake them; and she shall seek them, 
but shall not find them: then shall she 
say, I will go and return to my first hus- 
band; for then was it better with me 
than now” (Hos. 2:6, 7). If He hedged 
Israel’s way with thorns, and provides 
a barberry bush for a little flock of 
English sparrows, may we not see His 
restraining and protecting hand in the 
nagging, pricking trials that beset our 
path? Without doubt they help to keep 
us in the straight and narrow way, and, 
in God’s inscrutable wisdom, they may 
be the very thing that prevents us from 
exposing ourselves to that great Enemy 
who “walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour.” (Reprinted by request 
from The Sunday School Times.) 


x 


Preachers’ Count 


When figures are given to show the 
attendance at certain meetings, one 
sometimes hears the question asked, half 
humorously, “Is that preachers’ count?” 
Is this mere humor, an innocent question, 
or libel? It is to be feared that the 
implied criticism is based on experience, 
for unfortunately some ministers and 
evangelists are inclined to exaggerate 
their estimates of audiences. (But they 
are not the only offenders, for promoters 


of political and business conventions 
probably do the same thing.) Of course, 
a man may make a mistake or two in 
calculating the size of audiences, and 
anyone will forgive him for that. But 
if he habitually puts the figures too high, 
this is exaggeration—to use the most 
charitable term; and since there is some 
ground for the term “preachers’ count,” 
then ministers and evangelists should be 
extra careful in order to remove the 
reason for it and take away the reproach. 
As one of his credentials, the Apostle 
Paul gave the following: “But have re- 
nounced the hidden things of dishonesty, 
not walking in craftiness, nor handling 
the word of God deceitfully; but by 
manifestation of the truth commending 
ourselves to every man’s conscience in 
the sight of God” (2 Cor. 4:2). To the 
Ephesians he wrote: “But speaking the 
truth in love ... Wherefore putting away 
lying, speak every man truth with his 
neighbour: for we are members one of 
another” (Eph. 4:15, 25). He also com- 
manded: “Lie not one to another, see- 
ing that ye have put off the old man with 
his deeds” (Col. 3:9). It may take some 
time to remove this criticism of the 
mathematical integrity of ministers and 
evangelists, but it is well worth doing 
in the interest of truth and righteousness, 
and for the sake of the testimony of the 
Gospel. 


Christmas Notes 
and Our Christian Calendar 


By Ernest Gordon 


L 
“Tove greatest of charities, world 
over, is that of Pastor Bodel- 
schwingh in Bielefeld, Germany. It 
was founded primarily for epileptics, 
whom Bodelschwingh described as “on 
the top steps of suffering.” Today 2,407 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“© thou of little faith, wherefore 
didst thou doubt?” (Matt. 14:31b). 























such are cared for in 711,475 nursing 
days. In addition is an army of neu- 
rotics, weak-minded, destitute, displaced, 
sick, and convalescent—33,349 in all, who 
require over three million nursing days. 

Such a charity should not be in want. 
(The address for Christmas gift parcels 
is Pastor Friedrich v. Bodelschwingh, 
2la Bethel, bei Bielefeld, Germany. The 
Chemical Bank and Trust Co., 165 Broad- 
way, N. Y., will forward money.) 

One lovely feature of this city of suf- 
fering is the praise it constantly is send- 
ing up to God. A very large part of the 
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patients are enrolled in choirs or as in- 
strumental players—the large and small 
sick people’s choir, the choral schoo] for 
well children, orchestral concerts by sick 
patients, summertime musical festivals. 
Every week is closed with evening music 
and an evening benediction. In this, the 
great Bethel band of brass instruments 
takes part together with alternating 
choral groups. How many Bach can- 
tatas, Psalms, organ concerts, chorales, 
does not one hear in Zion’s Church! 
What a wonderful triumph of patient 
praise over life’s agonies! . 

The following comes from a Bethel 
Christmas folder, freely translated. 

“In medieval German pictures of the 
Nativity, ox and ass often appear placidly 
chewing their fodder, and Martin Luther, 
in one of his lovely Christmas hymns, 
makes reference to them: 

O Lord, Creator of all things, 

How small thou hast become, 

Lying so still on the dry hay 

Of which ox and ass are eating, 

“The only Biblical reference to ox and 
ass, thus paired, is in Isaiah’s first chap- 
ter. ‘The ox knoweth his owner, and 
the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth 
not know, my people doth not consider.’ 

“These words were in the minds of 
our humble and devout ancestors when 
they painted the Nativity picture. They 
envisaged four witnesses from the Bible 
about the cradle. Shepherds and angels 
were positive ones. The two others 
dumbly testified to our unbelief. The 
dull ox knows his lord; man with all 
his cleverness is not as wise as he. The 
proverbially stupid ass well understands 
whence his food comes, but man ever 
again seeks nourishment in the most 
perverse places. In truth ox and ass at 
the crib are preachers of repentance. 
‘We know our Lord,’ they say. ‘We 
know who satisfies us with good things. 
Why do you not know what we know?’ 

“And nowhere are they more right 
than at the Christmas season, with its 
fierce rush of trading and money-mak- 
ing. ‘Who then is your real master,’ 
says the dull ox, ‘money or the Child 
in the crib?’ And the simple-minded 
ass asks the no less humiliating ques- 
tion, ‘How can you allow yourselves to 
be overpowered by Christmas feasting, 
forgetting where your hunger can be 
really satisfied?’ 

“Very needful for us Christians is this 
penitential sermon which ox and ass 
preach to us.” 

Follow a_ selection from Luther’s 
Christmas hymns sung to a Danish folk- 
song, lovely in its simplicity: 1 

All praise to Thee, Eternal. Lord, 

Clothed in a garb of flesh and blood: 


Who chose a manger for Thy throne, 
When worlds on worlds were thine alone, 
Once did the skies before Thee bow; 

A virgin’s arms contain Thee now, 
Angels who did in Thee rejoice, 

Now listen for Thine infant voice. 





1Music and words in Immanuel Hymnal, 
No. 133; edited by Ernest Gordon, published 
by Macmillan, 1929; out of print, 
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A little Child, Thou art our Guest, 

That weary ones in Thee may rest; 
Forlorn‘and lowly is Thy birth, 

That we may rise to Heaven from earth, 


Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be, 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee, 


My heart for very joy doth leap, 
My lips no more can silence keep; 
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest, ancient cradle-song, 
Glory to God in highest Heaven, 
Who unto man His Son hath given, 
While angels sing with reverent mirth 
A glad New Year to all the earth, 
II. 
THE RIDDLE OF THE 
CHANGED CALENDAR 


Adapted by Evelyn W. Rutherford; 
reprinted by permission of American 
Tract Society, 21 W. 46th St., New 
York 36. 

What mighty earthly monarch decreed 
and ordained the rise and fall of the 
tides? We all know there was none. It 
is a decree of Nature, of a force not set 
in motion by man nor could the entire 
human race dg anything to check its 
regular flow and ebb. 

Again, what mighty earthly monarch 
decreed or commanded, or even sug- 
gested, that all civilized peoples should 
date their calendars backward and for- 
ward, B.C. and A.D. from the birth of 
Jesus Christ? 

History furnishes no clue to this ques- 
tion; for there never was such an edict; 
no such suggestion ever came from the 
lips or the pen of any world potentate. 
Each human ruler would much prefer to 
impose upon the face of history a date 
system whereby some great deed or vic- 
tory of his own should forever be com- 
memorated. Such futile attempts were 
repeatedly made; some even simultane- 
ously with the slow, but inexorable, for- 
ward march of the Christian calendar. 

The most notable attempt in’ modern 
days to find a new starting point for 
civilized time was that undertaken by 
France in 1793. This “Revolutionary” 
calendar fell with the cause it repre- 
sented. It lasted just thirteen years, and 
its only legacy to history is the tangle of 
dates which confuses the records of these 
thirteen years. 

Ancient history also is strewn with 
these forgotten waymarks of time— 
Babylonian Eponyms, Greek Olympiads, 
Roman consulates. For centuries before 


the birth of Christ, the letters A.U.C. , 


designated the founding of that great 
city—Rome. And yet, when, and by 
whom, was it decreed that the letters 
A.U.C. should give place to A.D. and 
B.C.? No imperial edict forced this 
change; yet all civilized time bears the 
signature of Jesus Christ. How did this 
come to pass? Again history is mute 
in answer to this question. 

Who is the person to whom the whole 
civilized world gives daily recognition? 

He was a humble inhabitant of an ob- 
scure town in a small province of the 


then-existing Roman Empire. His pub- 
lic life was short. He wrote no book, 
He overthrew no government, He left 
no great band of highly influential fol- 
lowers. In fact, ‘after three brief years 
of pedestrian itineraries, He was put to 


(Continued on page 1026) 








Notes on Open Letters 
We Should Be “Kosmion” 


I was interested in your fine answer 
to your correspondent about orderly 
bearing in dress and manners and ways 
[Oct. 29, 1955]. I at once thought how 
Scriptural your answer was. You 
know there is just the word for it in 
1 Timothy 3:2, where the man of God 
is called on to be kosmion, orderly in 
dress and manners and ways. It comes 
from the Greek word which means 
“beauty,” and good in appearance. It 
might even be stated in the word “cos- 
metical.” I recall some time ago sit- 
ting beside a minister in this town, now 
in your town, and he observed to me 
how orderly the minister from Eng- 
land was—the one then taking that 
service. I opened my Greek Bible and 
told him the word in 1 Timothy 3:2. 
It pleased him very much. Indeed, 
we of the “cloth,” as well as other be- 
lievers, should be kosmion, orderly in 
dress and good in appearance, in com- 
mon parlance, tidy and neat.—Arthur 
Petrie, Seattle. 

The Editor is glad to give this added 
word from a Bible teacher who knows 
his Greek New Testament. Dr. Petrie 
is director of the Seattle Bible Training 

chool, and instructor in the King’s Gar- 
den Bible Institute. He is a contributing 
editor to Prophecy Monthly (the official 
organ of the American Prophetic League, 
Inc.) and writes occasionally for The 
Sunday School Times and The Sword of 
the Lord. 





Two Corrections 


Friendly readers have recently called 
the Editor’s attention to two mistakes in 
the TIMEs. ' 

The first was made by the Editor in 
“Notes on Open Letters” (Aug. 6), where 
he said, “In Galatians 5:17-21 there is a 
list of seventeen activities of the Spirit 
...’ He should have said “of the flesh,” 
and regrets the error. (A reminder that 
the Times is not verbally inspired, 
though Scripture is.) 

The second occurred two months later 
(Nov. 5) in Dr. Macaulay’s lesson arti- 
cle, where he said, “Fear and joy are 
incompatible—that is, when it is a godly 
fear.” He had the word “not” before 
“incompatible” in the first draft of his 
article, but it never got through to the 
paper—to the regret of all concerned. 

The Editor and Dr. Macaulay appre- 
ciate the kindly spirit in which the 
readers wrote. 
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I. Reform Before the Reformation 


. 


Beginning a review of church history for 


the last six hundred years 


it difficult to grasp the extent to 

which the individual was subordi- 
nated to the group in medieval society. 
Society was a hierarchial arrangement in 
which each man was in a particular 
social class and was responsible to the 
one just above him in the social struc- 
ture. This was particularly true of the 
medieval church which had developed 
from the simplicity in doctrine, govern- 
ment, and life of the New Testament 
church into a universal ecclesiastical in- 
stitution which exercised religious con- 
trol over the individual from the cradle 
to the grave. 

This church had a religious monopoly 
because one could obtain salvation only 
through its sacramental-hierarchical sys- 
tem. The pope, supposedly the descend. 
ant in office of Peter, had under him a 
hierarchy of archbishops, bishops, and 
priests. Instead of direct access to God 
through Christ, the individual had to 
seek a priest, a human being like him- 
self, to lead him to God. Salvation was 
not so much a matter of faith as partici- 
pation in the sacraments, of which the 
Mass was the most important. After 
1215 one had to believe that the bread 
and wine became the very flesh and 
blood of Christ after their consecration 
by the priest, although to the senses 
they still seemed to be bread and wine. 
Baptism, confirmation, penance, the 
Mass, and extreme unction were the 
most important sacraments in obtaining 
salvation. Excommunication, which cut 
one off from the services of the hier- 
archy and participation in the sacra- 
ments, made one a spiritual outlaw. 
Little wonder that the church had such 
power in medieval society. 


The Two Alternatives 

The church failed, however, to recog- 
nize that forces promoting change and 
reform were at work in Europe by 1500. 
Reform of the church from within or 
revolution from without were the only 
alternatives. Religious unity enforced 
by the hierarchy, and religious uniform- 
ity, created by all accepting the theology 
of Thomas Aquinas, caused the church‘to 
ignore the new importance of the indi- 
vidual between 1305 and 1517. It was 
this period of medieval sunset and mod- 
ern sunrise which saw the decline of the 
Medieval view of life and the birth of 
the modern outlook. 

The need for reform was obvious. The 
church had become a great land-owning 
institution. Bishops often gave more 
time to the administration of church 
lands than they did to the oversight of 


Tit siti century Christians find 


Dr. Cairns is professor of History 
and chairman of the department at 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, IIL; and 
also the author of a recent book, 
“Christianity Through the Centuries” 
(reviewed in the Times, June 4, 
1955). This is the first of five arti- 
cles showing the debt we owe the Re- 
formers. An 18-weeks subscription 
for $1 (Canada, $1.10 U.S.A. dollars), 
if sent in immediately with a request 
for Dr. Cairns’ articles, will include 
the entire series, and many more 
fine articles. For each three new 
18-weeks subscriptions sent in by 
residents of the United States, the 
senders may have one copy of Edgar 
Ainslie’s studies in Revelation, “The 
Dawn of the Scarlet Age.” These 
articles will be published every 
other week, the next one appearing 
December 31. 








their diocese. Little wonder, then, that 
ignorant and often immoral priests let 
worship become a matter of the magic 
of the Mass. Even the popes gave more 
time to political activity than to spir- 
itual matters. 


The so-called Babylonian Captivity 
made the spiritual failure of the church 
clear to all. Clement V, influenced by 
Philip IV of France, in 1309 moved the 
papal court to Avignon, a small state 
in southern France. Because Avignon 
was surrounded by French lands, the 
papacy was dominated by France for 
about seventy years, hence the name 
“Babylonian Captivity.” Not until 1377 
did Gregory XI, urged thereto by the 
godly mystic, Catherine of Siena, move 
the papal court back to Rome. When 
Gregory died, the cardinals elected 
Urban VI as pope. Urban’s cavalier treat- 
ment of the cardinals led them to elect 
Clement VII as pope. He returned to 
Avignon with most of the cardinals. 
This period from 1378 to 1417 is known 
as the Great Schism, because Europe 
was divided over the question as to 
which pope to give allegiance. 

The mystics desired to reform the 
church from within by putting more 
emphasis on the direct approach of the 
individual to God without the elaborate 
ritual of the church, and by stressing 
a life of piety. The more extreme mys- 
tics, such as the Dominican monk, 
Meister Eckhart (about 1260-1327), be- 
lieved that the mystic experience should 
lead to temporary unions of the human 
personality with God in this life and 
final union at death. Although the 
church condemned his views as panthe- 


. rectly to God through Christ. 
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ism (the belief that God is a part of all 
that exists), Eckhart did emphasize the 
need for a life of service. 

The Friends of God, a practical and 
evangelical group of Dominican mystics 
in the Rhine valley, produced a book 
called the “German Theology” which 
was of great value to Luther in his soul 
struggle before he was converted, 

The Brethren of the Common Life in 
the Netherlands gave their lives to piety 
and teaching. Thomas a Kempis, who 
is usually considered to be the author 
of the book, the “Imitation of Christ,” 
emphasized the need for positive love 
of God in practical service in this book 
which has helped so many Christians. 
Erasmus also received much of his train- 
ing at their school in Deventer. 


Wycliffe’s First Intention 


The church, however, missed the point 
of the mystical movement as it did also 
the significance of pre-reformers, such 
as Wycliffe and Huss. John Wycliffe 
was able to oppose the pope because the 
English nobles, such as John of Gaunt, 
wanted church lands. - Until 1378 Wy- 
cliffe merely wanted to reform the 
church by having the civic leaders strip 
unworthy churchmen of their office be- 
cause they had failed to fulfill their 
proper spiritual function. After 1378 he 
attacked the pope with the assertion 
that Christ rather than the pope was the 
head of the church and that the Bible 
rather than the church provided the 
rule of faith and life. He even went so far 
as to deny that the bread and the wine 
became the body and blood of Christ 
in the Mass. Thus one could come di- 
In order 
to help the people read the Bible, he 
and a friend made the first English 
manuscript translation of the whole 
Bible. He also organized lay preachers, 
known as Lollards, who spread his ideas 
all over England. 


His ideas were taken to Bohemia by 
Czech students who studied in England. 
John Huss, the head of the University 
of Prague, adopted these ideas. Luther 
later was to find inspiration in the teach- 
ings of Huss. Because Bohemia was a 
part of the international Holy Roman 
Empire, the followers of Huss, after he 
was burned to death at Constance by 
order of the church council held there, 
revolted against the Emperor. The Ta- 
borites, his more radical followers, be- 
came known as the Bohemian Brethren. 
Some of them fled to Saxony at a later 
date and were given refuge on the estate 
of Zinzendorf. He and they later formed 
the Moravian Church. The Moravians, 
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who were ardent missionaries, helped 
Wesley to find Christ as his Saviour. 

The scandal of the Great Schism 
brought an even more powerful, internal 
reforming force into action. Leading 
theologians of the University of Paris 
suggested that one of the two popes 
should abdicate, or that they should 
permit arbitration to decide which was 
the rightful pope. When neither would 
agree to this they suggested the calling 
of a church council which should be 
representative of the whole church. This 
council could elect a new pope. This 
would mean that spiritual authority was 
vested in the people, who through their 
representatives in the council could elect 
popes and make doctrinal decisions, 

In 1409 such a council met at Pisa at 
the call of the cardinals. It deposed 


the two popes and elected Alexander V - 


as the new pope. Because the two popes, 
Benedict XIII and Gregory XII, refused 
to recognize the authority of the council, 
the church now had the scandal of three 
popes, each claiming to be the rightful 
successor of Peter. The emperor of the 
Holy Roman Empire and John XXIII, 
the successor of Alexander V, called a 
council at Constance in 1414. In order 
to weaken the Italian clergy, voting was 
done by national groups. Thus the Eng- 
lish, Spanish, French, and German dele- 
gations could outvote the Italian clergy. 
The council got rid of the three popes 
and elected Martin V as the new pope in 
1417. This brought the Great Schism 
to an end. The popes, however, were 
able to reassert their authority by 1439, 
and Pius II condemned the councils in 
a bull of 1459. The councils had rescued 
the church from scandal, but were not 
able to change the papacy from an abso- 
lute to a constitutional monarchy. 

There were also external forces which 
desired to reform the church. The rise 
of cities and commerce helped to cre- 
ate a middle class, which co-operated 
with their kings to form a nation-state 
in which the middle class was glad to 
have a powerful political ruler so that 
there would be the peace and security 
necessary for doing business. By 1500 
England had a national Parliament and 
the powerful ruler, Henry VII, whose 
descendants were to lead England out 
of the Roman fold. The Hundred Years 
War (1337-1453) with France and the 
sixteenth century conflict with Spain 
created a patriotic national spirit. Pow- 
erful kings also united France, and the 
heroic leadership of Joan of Arc in the 
Hundred Years War stimulated French 
patriotism. Rulers of these lands re- 
sented the drain of money from their 
countries in the form of church taxes. 
They disliked the diversion of cases in- 
volving the clergy, marriages, and di- 
vorces from their civil courts to the 
church courts, and they were jealous of 
the amount of land which the church 
owned in their countries. This led ‘in 
many cases to civil rulers supporting the 
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Reformation. It is interesting to notice 
that the Reformation churches were ter. 
ritorial or state churches in which the 
ruler was the head of the church instead 
of the pope. 

The Renaissance, particularly in north- 
ern Europe, was a second external force 
promoting reform of the church. It was 
an era of cultural reorientation between 
1350 and 1650, in which the medieval, 
supernatural, corporate approach to life 
was replaced by the modern, secular, 
individualistic approach. The Italians 
went back to pagan classical sources 
for inspiration and rediscovered the art 
and literature of pagan Rome and 
Greece. Too often they imitated the 
pleasure-seeking pagan outlook on life. 
Even the popes became interested in 
material things. Nicholas V was inter- 
ested in the founding of the Vatican 
Library, and Julius II commissioned 
Michelangelo to decorate the ceiling of 
the Sistine Chapel. 

The desire of Renaissance men to re- 
turn to the sources created an interest 
in the Biblical sources among Teutonic 
scholars. John Colet (about 1467-1519) 
of England abandoned allegory in 
preaching for an exegesis and exposition 
of Paui’s letters: which applied Paul’s 
ideas to the lives of his hearers. Reuch- 
lin (1455-1522) opened up the treasures 
of the Hebrew Bible to scholars with the 
publication of his combined Hebrew 


December 17, 1955. 


grammar and dictionary. Desiderius 
Erasmus (about 1466-1536), the most 
famous of these Teutonic Humanists, 
wrote “Praise of Folly” about 1510. In 
it he satirically pointed out the evils 
in the lives of priests and monks. He 
made a more positive contribution by 
the publication of his Greek New Testa- 
ment in 1516. Students of the original 
now could compare the church of their 
day with the church of the New Testa- 
ment. That Erasmus did not want to 
break with the church but sought only 
to-reform it is proved by his withdrawal 
of his support from Luther when he saw 
that Luther’s ideas would lead to revolt. 


These refusals of the church to reform 
itself from within meant that the next 
movement of reform under Luther, sup- 
ported as it was by many of the princes 
of Germany, could only result in revolt 
from the church. This was what hap- 
pened in the Protestant Reformation, 
and only when it was faced with the 
overwhelming loss of communicants did 
the Roman Catholic Church in 1545 ac- 
cept the necessity for the reforms known 
as the Counter Reformation. By that 
time, however, England, Germany, the 
Scandinavian lands, Switzerland, and 
Scotland had become Protestant. Holland 
later became Protestant after a bitter 
struggle for religious and national in- 
dependence from Spain. 

(To be continued) 


Should Study Come First, or Teaching? 


Why the right order is important, especially with younger children 


As THE new year approaches, may I 
challenge you teachers of children 
as to your method of teaching? Do you 
expect your pupils to study their les- 
son first, then you teach it? You will 
find that, as in public school so in Sun- 
day school, more effective learning takes 
place when the teaching precedes the 
studying. 

Just start your class as if no one was 
supposed to have studied the lesson. (It 
is likely that half of them will not have 
done so!) Use your attention-getter or 
introduction, tell the Bible story, or 
study the Bible text together in response 
to questions, Explain the unfamiliar 
words (visit the public school and ob- 
serve how new words are taught there). 
If you use pupil work books, you may do 
part of the work together in class. Ex- 
plain now to do the rest. Give help 
over any parts you know will be hard 
for your group. Prepared materials can- 
not possibly provide for the difference in 
Bible knowledge and reading ability of 
different groups. Encourage pupils to do 
their work Sunday afternoons, before 
too much has been forgotten, unless the 
work is planned day by day. If pupils 


By RUTH E. DOW 


have the ignore-the-work-book habit, 
offer some little reward for faithfulness 
the first week, then for a month, then for 
a quarter. Do not make the reward so 
large it will induce cheating. Finally, 
make application of the lesson, linking 
Scripture to life, with inspirational ap- 
peal, 

And, on the next Sumday, be sure you 
do not ignore the work the pupils have 
done during the week past! If it was 
worth doing (and worth paying for pupil 
work books), it is worth recognition. 
Then, too, review questions can check 
on honesty of work. But be wary, of 
making any accusation. Let the facts 
speak for themselves. Moreover, repe- 
tition is one of the laws of learning. 
However, usually this review period 
should be subordinate to the new les- 
son and preferably should lead into it. 

Why should pupil activity on a specific 
lesson follow rather than precede teach- 
ing? The class period should provide 
interest and motive to stimulate the 
pupil to take up his work independently 
later. Teaching should give the pupil 
the introductory and basic knowledge of 


(Continued on page 1026) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





INGED Words.—In Romain Rol- 

W land’s “Jean-Christophe,” Oliver 

says: 

“England makes me tremble when I 
think that for centuries past she has 
nourished herself on the Bible. I’m 
glad the Channel is between us. I re- 
fuse to consider a people really civilized 
that feeds its mind on the Bible.” 

“Then you'd better be afraid of me,” 
replied Jean-Christophe, “for I love the 
Bible. It’s the marrow of lions. Those 
who feed on it have robust hearts. And 
I mean the whole Bible. . . . The Bible 
is the bone of people who have the will 
to survive.” 

In Dr. Norman Macleod’s hymn, “Cour- 
age, Brother! Do Not Stumble,” each 
of the five verses ends with, “Trust in 
God and do the right,” thus: 

Let the road be rough and dreary, 

And its end far out of sight, 

Foot it bravely: strong or weary, 

Trust in God and do the right. 


Some will hate thee, some will love thee, 
Some will flatter, some will slight; 
Cease from man and look above thee: 

Trust in God and do the right. 

This refrain, “Trust in God and do the 
right,” Thomas Carlyle tells us, was the 
admonition which his old mother used 
to him in his Ecclefechan home back 
in Scotland. Dr. Macleod, the great 
Glasgow preacher, incorporated it into 
his stirring hymn. 


The death of J. Irvin Overholtzer re- 
moves a dedicated and greatly useful 
worker in the field of child evangelism. 
In at least a thousand towns and cities, 
there are now Good News Clubs operat- 
ing, with nearly six hundred state, 
county, city, and other directors; on the 
foreign field, 151 missionaries (or ap- 
pointees) to sixty-three countries. This 
has been built up in sixteen years and 
has been accompanied with effective 
teacher training and the establishment 
of an institute for this purpose in Pacific 
Palisades, Calif. 

“Why did you suddenly come to this 
Meeting, when our efforts for nine years 
were unavailing?” asked Mr, Overholt- 
zer of a mother. 

“I came because of the changed lives 
of my little girls.” 


Dr. T. F. Torrance, Professor of The- 
ology in New College, Edinburgh, points 
to “the unbridged chasm in the World 
Council of Churches”: 


“How can we be reunited if we refuse 
to take together the medicine for our 
Mortal divisions that God gave us in 
the Lord’s Supper? If we cannot sit down 
together now at the sacrament of the 


Lord’s table, how can we expect to par- 
ticipate in the great Banquet which is 
to come? 

“The church is bound with the grave- 
clothes of precedent and the kind of his- 
torical succession that belongs to a fallen 
world. The message of the Lord to the 
Evanston Assembly was, ‘Loose the 
Church and let it go.’ 

“The whole movement of reunion must 
be grounded solidly upon the Atonement. 
And let us be quite frank; this is a sub- 
stitutionary atonement. Jesus Christ 
died to take our place in order to be 
our Saviour and Lord.” 

If these affirmations of Professor Tor- 
rance were pressed to their logical con- 
clusion, it would rend away the clerical 
churches on the one hand and the Sad- 
ducean group that controls the ma- 
chinery of the National Council on the 
other. 

Dr. Paul Minear has this to say: “What 
nonsense to trust in the consummation 
of God’s Kingdom and deny the triumph 
of its King. How can we confess Christ 
as living Lord and jettison all thoughts 
of His coming?” 


The World Council and Pentecost.— 
There are six presidents of the World 
Council of Churches and not a layman 
among them. Of the six, five are 
bishops. We are far from the old Puri- 
tan cry, “A church without a bishop 
and a state without a king.” The liturgy 
of the Church of South India, sent out 
by the National Council of Churches, 
impeccable otherwise, is conducted by a 
“celebrant,” the old title of the priest at 
Mass. Dean Pike of the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine, New York City, is 
quoted as saying, “We need the sense of 
discipline and loyalty of the Roman 
Catholics and Eastern Orthodoxy’s hum- 
ble sense of the mystery of God and their 
willingness to worship, as it were, 
through the cloud of our finiteness.” We 
need neither. 

What is it all about? The N.C.C. is 
promoting “the recovery of the celebra- 
tion of Pentecost” (Whitsuntide), with 
Easter and Christmas “the third great 
festival of the Church.” “Because of 
its ecumenical, or world-wide, nature, 
the World Council has felt a special kin- 
ship for Pentecost . . . as helping the 

.man in the pew better to understand 
the world-wide bonds of his local 
church.” 

So is “the lost Holy Day of the Chris- 
tian year” to be made handmaid to ecu- 
menicism. The rattle of the collection 
box follows. Wake up, man in the pew! 

“Dues. for the ‘Friends of the World 
Council’ are as much as the Church’s or 
person’s resources and ecumenical inter- 





By ERNEST GORDON 


est and the promptings of the Holy 
Spirit(!) dictate. While the World 
Council of Churches does not emphasize 
the place of the offering in the Pente- 
cost service, many desire to send a 
Pentecost gift for the work of the World 
Council. When sent direct, it is under- 
stood that this is over and above denomi- 
national quotas” (slightly abridged). 


The Pentecost message from the six 
presidents of the World Council says, 
“A year ago at this time we were called 
to pray for God’s blessing upon the com- 
ing General Assembly of the Council. 
Now, in retrospect, we can join in 
thanksgiving to God for the many bless- 
ings granted to us as a result of the 
Evanston Assembly.” 


The N.C.C. has prepared “a study 
guide to interpret the findings of Evan- 
ston in terms of the local church where 
these can be implemented into life and 
perhaps really change the world.” This 
is described as “one of the most compre- 
hensive calls to action that has ever 
challenged the church.” It gives “spe- 
cific plans for discussion at the popular 
level, and techniques for carrying dis- 
cussion forward into effective action.” 


The Protestants of Ulster are deter- 
mined not to be turned over to the 
Catholic republic of Eire. A chain letter 
reproduced by the Church Gazette, April, 
1955, and which has been circulating 
among Catholics of Australia where the 
Catholic leadership and membership are 
chiefly Irish, explains why. It begins: 

“His Holiness, the Pope, hopes for the 
greatest things in Australia. We have 
a Federal Ministry mostly Catholic: 
why not a State Ministry also? 

“Many Catholics are taking their place 
in the forefront of all public services 
in Australia, and there is room for more. 
Our motto is, ‘We Ourselves’ (‘Sinn 
Fein,’ the Irish Republican motto). 

“To fellow Catholics: For some time 
Catholic leaders have been organizing 
a national campaign for the true faith. 

. Catholics in Australia should re- 
member it is their duty to capture all 
positions controlling the affairs of this 
fair country and make Australia the 
home of the true faith. Plenary Indul- 
gences will be gained for those who 
work for the defeat of heretics. .. . Send 
a copy of this letter to three Catholics, 
but care must be taken that only true 
men and women receive them, Let it 
be an endless chain, which, when at- 
tained, will ultimately place Catholics 
in all controlling positions in our land 
and cause the defeat of all heretic can- 
didates at all and every election.” 
(Abridged.) » . . 
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What Is Wrong With the 
“Unity” Cult? 


It is one thing to say that a certain 
body of teaching is wrong, perhaps 
even speaking scornfully and _ sarcas- 
tically of it; but it is quite another thing 
to analyze it in the light of Scripture 
and show where it is wrong. One of the 
modern imitations of Christianity is the 
school of thought known as “Unity.” 

Tue SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs will pub- 
lish two articles on “Unity,” which is 
troubling many people, by the Rev. 
George A. Brown of Lakewood, Ohio. 
He briefly traces the history of the 
movement, shows its affinity with Hindu 
Pantheism, and then contrasts its teach- 
ing with that of. the Bible on more than 
fifteen important doctrines. 





Better Than Gold, Sweeter Than Honey 


In the nineteenth Psalm David said 
that “the judgments of the Lord are 

- more to be desired . , . than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also 
than honey and the honeycomb.” De- 
scribing the righteous man he said, “His 
delight is in the law of the Lord; and 
in his law doth he meditate day and 
night” (Psa. 1:2). After the Resurrec- 
tion, the Lord Jesus spoke to His dis- 
ciples concerning “all things . . . which 
were written in the law of Moses, and 
in the prophets, and in the Psalms” 
concerning Himself (Luke 24:44). Per- 
haps no other portion of the Word 
of God so stimulates our meditation, 
prayer, and devotion as the Book of 
Psalms. 

One of the beloved and respected 
teachers of long experience at the 
Prairie Bible Institute, Three Hills, Al- 
berta, is the Rev. J. M. Murray. He has 
devoted much time to the study and 
teaching of the Psalms. THe SuNnpDAy 
ScHoot Times will publish a series of 
studies in the Psalms by Mr. Murray. 


These will include the First, Nine- 
teenth, Fifty-first, Seventy-seventh, 
Eighty-ninth, and the One Hundred and 
Thirty-third Psalms. 





Mr.’ Gordon’s Notes on Luke 


Many Times readers will remember 
the “Notes from a Layman’s Greek Tes- 
tament” by Ernest Gordon. For many 
years he has studied the Greek New 
Testament, often using the pocket edi- 
tion left to him by his father, A. J. Gor- 
don of Boston. 

Tue SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs now has a 
new set of notes, on the Gospel of Luke, 
with side lights from the Greek, by Mr. 
Gordon. He finds striking and interest- 
ing parallels between this’ Gospel and 
other portions of Scripture; and brings 
out fresh meanings from the original 
which will be new to many readers. 
These studies are just the kind of mate- 
rial needed by pastors and Sunday 
school teachers. 


From the King’s Guard to the 
- Khyber Hills 


“When he was sixteen years of age, 
John Ringet jumped two years over- 
night, announced his age as eighteen, 
and joined the Coldstream Guards.” 
Thus begins the thrilling story of a 
British soldier who for some time lived 
a rough-and-tumble life without God, 
then found Christ as his Saviour, took 
ten years of Bible training and practical 
work, and is now a missionary on the 
borders of Afghanistan. His story will 
be published in two installments in THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times. Mr. Ringer is 
now the field director of the Afghan 
Border Crusade, a daring effort to preach 
the Gospel among Mohammedans in a 
dangerous part of the world. 

John Ringer’s story is full of dramatic 
interest: how he was sent to China, be- 
came the official “bookmaker” (i.e., took 
the bets for his battalion, fainted dead 


away on police duty one day, was hos- 
pitalized and had time to think; his 
substitute died from wounds received in 
quelling a riot; John’s conversion, and 
bold witness for Christ; finally his train- 
ing, and the beginning of his work on 
the Northwest Frontier. His story is 
tied up with this new mission work, 
which will be of interest to all Chris- 
tians, 


The Evolution of the Sunday School 


In three articles written for THe Sun- 
pay Scoot Times, Mrs. Elizabeth Wil- 
liams Sudlow, whose articles have for 
years appeared in these columns, traces 
the history of the Sunday school from 
the times of Martin Luther, Wesley, 
Whitefield, and Robert Raikes in London, 
through the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, down to its present-day wide- 
spread development in our own land. 








“Teacher-Training With the 
Master Teacher” 


Under this title, just fifty years ago, 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes published a 
fine handbook for teachers by the Rev. 
C. S. Beardslee, D.D. His subtitle was, 
“Studies of Christ in the Act of Teach- 
ing as a Means of Learning How to 
Teach,” and he dedicated it “to the 
goodly fellowship of teachers: a rever- 
ent tribute: and an earnest appeal.” It 
contained forty lessons, bringing out the 
teaching methods of the Lord Jesus Him- 
self. The first thirty-two were based on 
short Bible passages and the remaining 
eight are “summary studies” giving 
“Christ’s general teaching traits.” These 
studies are unusual, written in staccato 
style, and containing numerous thought- 
provoking questions which stimulate the 
teacher’s own meditation and research, 
A dozen or more of these chapters, which 
are out of print and not available in any 
other form, will be published in Tue 
Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs. 





These articles will begin in February, and an 18-weeks subscription to The Sunday 
School Times for $1 (Canada, $1.10 U.S.A. dollars) -will include most of them. For each 
three new 18-weeks subscriptions to the Times, if you are a resident of the United States, 
you may have, without additional money cost, one copy of Edgar Ainslie’s studies in 


the Book of Revelation entitled “The Dawn of the Scarlet Age.” 


at one time, mentioning this offer, to 


225 N. thine. The Sunday School Times Company  Priediotie 5, Pe 


Send all subscriptions 















Ap 


finc 
gio 


has 
tro’ 


(Lu 
on 

cial 
of c 


fore 
of 

that 
mer 


to |] 
Lor 
not 

rege 
true 
eviti 
real 
dest 





\0S- 
his 
| in 
and 
\in- 


is 
rk, 


ris- 


UN- 
Vil- 
for 
ces 
‘om 
ley, 
lon, 
nth 
de- 


igo, 
ia 
ev. 
yas, 
ch- 

to 
the 
er- 

It 
the 
im- 


ing 
ing 
ese 
ato 
ht- 
the 
ich 
iny 


ay 
ch 


2s, 





Lesson for January | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(7) 1019 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JANUARY 1. JESUS REBUKES INSINCERITY 
Luke 11:14 to 12:3, 54-59; printed text, 11:29-44 
Golden Text.—He that is not with me is against‘me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth.—Luke 11:23 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 11:29 And when the people were gathered thick to- 
gether, he began to say, This is an evil generation: they seek 
a sign; and there shall no sign be given it, but the sign of 
Jonas the prophet, 

30 For as Jonas was a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also 
the Son of man be to this generation. 

31 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment 
with the men of this generation, and condemn them: for she 
came from the utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here. 


part dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright 
shining of a candle doth give thee light. 

37 And as he spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to 
dine with him; and he went in, and sat down to meat. 

38 And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled that he 
had not first washed before dinner. 

39 And the Lord said. unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make 
clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward 
part is full of ravening and wickedness. 

40 Ye fools, did not he that made that which is without 
make that which is within also? 





32 The men of Nineve shall rise up in the judgment with 
for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is 


this generation, and shall condemn it: 


here. 


33 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a 
secret place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, 
that they which come in may see the light. 
therefore when thine 
eye is single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when 
thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness. 

35 Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be 


34 The light of the body is the eye: 


not darkness, 


36 If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J: C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E ARE coming to that section of 

W Luke’s Gospel where the rum- 

blings of opposition are rising to 
a crescendo, and Jesus more and more 
finds. Himself in conflict with the reli- 
gious leaders. It is not surprising, then, 
that our lesson portion for this week 
has a very distinct atmosphere of con- 
troversy.. It will be well to read from 
the fourteenth verse of our chapter 
(Luke 11) to see how matters developed 
on this particular occasion. Note espe- 
cially verse, 16, which is the background 
of our lesson. 

A few points should be indicated be- 
fore we study the spiritual significance 
of our Lord’s statements. First note 
that He has references to two Old Testa- 
ment incidents, the story of Jonah and 
the story of the Queen of Sheba coming 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon. Our 
Lord’s references to these incidents do 
not at all convey the impression that He 
regarded them as anything other than 
true history. The repentance of the Nin- 
evites was not a legend to Him but a 
real event which bore heavily upon the 
destiny of His own generation. The 


Same is true of the Queen of Sheba. She 
is a historical character who has some- 
thing to say to the generation to whom 
Christ came, 


41 But rather give alms of such things as ye have; and, 
behold, all things are clean unto you. 
42 But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue 


and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the 


love of God: 
the other undone. 


43 Woe unto you, Pharisees! 
seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets. 
44 Woe unto you, 
are as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over 
them are not aware of them. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


these ought ye to have done, and not to leave 


for ye love the uppermost 


scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 


the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


+ 4 % b +4 


Another feature to notice is that Christ 
did not hesitate to use certain figures of 
speech more than once. He had used 
the figure of the lighted candle in the 
Sermon on the Mount. He used it again 
in His controversy with His adversaries. 
It is quite arbitrary and entirely out of 
place to say that one evangelist or an- 
other made a mistake because they re- 
ported Christ’s use of this metaphor in 
different situations. 

Similarly, we do not need to confuse 
Christ’s address to the Pharisees in our 
present lesson with His completer de- 
nunciation of them in Matthew 23, which 
apparently came later in His ministry. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 11:29.—*. . . This is an evil gen- 
eration: they seek a sign... no sign... 
but the sign of Jonas...” This is a reply 
to the request of verse 16. What “the 
sign of Jonas” (Jonah) consists of is not 
given here, but is clearly stated in Mat- 
thew 12:40. The death and resurrection 
of Christ constitute the great sign of His 
messiahship. 

Verse 30.—“. . . as Jonas . . . so shall 
also the Son of man be to this genera- 
tion.” Jonah was a “sign” because of 
his miraculous deliverance, which was a 
seal of his being sent by God to the Nin- 
evites. So the resurrection of Christ is 
the great seal of His witness to the Jews, 
and to al] men. 

Verse 31—“The queen of the south 
shall rise up in the judgment... for she 





International Council of Religious Education. 


came... to hear the wisdom of Solomon 
...@ greater than Solomon is here.”. For 
the story see 1 Kings 10. The trouble 
to which the Queen of Sheba went in 
order to benefit from Solomon’s wisdom 
will be a condemnation of the Jews to 
whom the living Word came and who 
rejected it. 

Verse 32.—‘The men of Nineve shall 
rise up in the judgment .. . for they 
repented ... a greater than Jonas is 
here.” The response of the men of Nin- 
eveh to the preaching of judgment 
(Jonah 3:10) will be a condemnation to 
the Jews who refused the message of life 
at the lips of the greater Prophet. 

Verse 33.—“No man ... putteth it... 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick .. .” 
Our Lord used the figure of the lamps 
(or candles) on several occasions (Matt. 
5:15; Luke 8:16). Here it should be re- 
lated to what has gone before. The Jews 
were not lacking clear, shining light, but 
were lacking eyes capable of seeing it. 

Verse 34.—“The light of the body is 
the eye ... single... full of light... 
evil... full of darkness.” In Christ the 
light shines clearly—not hidden under 
a bushel; but the eyes of the Jews, the 
passage giving the light access to their 
hearts, were “evil,” so that the way of 
light was obstructed. 

Verse 35.—“Take heed therefore that 
the light which is in thee be not dark- 
ness.” They boasted of light, but it was 
in danger of becoming darkness to them 
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because of perversion. There is nothing 
so dark as perverted light. 

Verse 36.—“... no part dark... as 
when the bright shining of a candle doth 
give thee light.” If the passage for the 
light is fully open, the whole man will 
be illumined, the light penetrating into 
every part. That man is in a happy case, 
and walks “in the light.” 

Verse 37.—“. . . a certain Pharisee be- 
sought him to dine with him...” Pref- 
erably, “when he had finished speaking.” 
There is no record of Jesus’ refusing an 
invitation to a meal, unless the one 
which His disciples had prepared by 
Sychar’s well (John 4:31-34). 

Verse 38.—“. . . the Pharisee . . . mar- 
velled that he had not first washed be- 
fore dinner.” The washing referred to 
was ceremonial and religious. The host 
was not expecting this breach, and he 
did not hide his astonishment. 

Verse 39.—“. .. Now do ye Pharisees 
make clean the outside .. . but your in- 
ward part is full of ravening and wick- 
edness.” The ablutions were not for the 
sake of good hygiene, but were religious 
rites mostly introduced by the elders and 
having no authority in the Law of Moses. 
Punctilious adherence to these traditions 
had largely taken the place of right- 
eousness. Hence our Lord’s stern rebuke. 

Verse 40.—“, . . did not he that made 
that which is without make that which 
is within also?” Since God is the creator 
of the inner man as well as of the body, 
He demands inward purity as well as 
outward cleanliness. 

Verse 41.—“. .. give alms ...and,... 
all things are clean...” The inward 
disposition of love which holds all things 
ready for distribution according to the 
will of God will itself sanctify the whole 
outward life. We shall have little worry 
about clean and unclean. 

Verse 42.—“. . . ye tithe mint... and 
pass Over judgment and the love of God 
...” .Tithing had also become a matter 
of religious form and of boasting self- 
righteousness, while equity and truth, as 
well as true love for God, were sorely 
wanting. 

Verse 43.—“. . . ye love the uppermost 
seats in the synagogues ,...” Their very 
religion had become a means of self- 
aggrandizement. Instead of “glory be to 
God,” it was “glory be to me”! 

Verse 44.—“.. . hypocrites ... as graves 
which appear not...” The religious 
prétense of the Pharisees made them like 
unmarked graves, bringing defilement to 
those who had contact with them. There 
is nothing more polluting than hypocrisy. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

This lesson could well be entitled, An 
Evil Generation. Several characteristics 
of that evil generation appear, but while 
we see those characteristics in that gen- 
eration of the past, we must not fail to 
guard against them in our own lives. 
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Last Week's Lesson 
13. December 25.—Songs of the Sav- 
iour’s Birth ........ Luke 1:5-80; 2:29-32 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. January 8—Jesus Teaches Confi- 
dence in God ... ..Luke 12:4-53 








One thing that marked the people of 
Christ’s day as evil was their insistence 
on some spectacular sign as validation of 
Christ’s claim to be the Messiah; this, in 
face of the fact that day by day He was 
performing works of power and mercy 
in their midst. Our Lord indicated that 
only one sign would be given them—one 
which had been symbolized in the expe- 
rience of the Prophet Jonah, namely, His 
death and resurrection. 

Our Lord warned this sign-seeking 
generation that the judgment would find 
some strong witnesses testifying against 
them—the Ninevites who repented at 
the preaching of Jonah, and the Queen 
of Sheba who traveled a long distance 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon. The 
readiness of these to hear the Word of 
the Lord would testify strongly against 
those Jews who proudly and stubbornly 
refused Him who was greater than both 
Solomon and Jonah. 

That evil generation boasted of its 
light, and, indeed, much light had been 
given it, including now the “light of life” 
Himself, but the passageway for the light 
into their souls had been obstructed by 
their pride, their unbelief, and their hy- 
pocrisy, so that while the light beat 
upon them from without, they wefe in 
themselves utterly dark—all the darker 
for having had the light. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
N WHAT kind of atmosphere did the 
Lord Jesus speak the words of our 
lesson? 

2. What request stirred Jesus to call 
the men of His day “an evil generation”? 

3. What particular event in the life of 
Jonah typified the great sign which val- 
idated the messiahship of Jesus? 

4. Who is meant by “the queen of the 
south”? 

5. Where, in addition to the Book of 
Jonah, do we read of the prophet of 
that name? 

6. On what other occasion did Jesus 
use the figure of the lighted candle? 

7. What is the significance of the words 
“single” and “evil” in verse 34? 

8. Of what operation is verse 36 a pic- 
ture? 

9. How often did Jesus refuse an invi- 
tation to dinner? 

10. In what respect were the Phari- 
sees like “graves which appear not”? 

(Answers on page 1026) 








December 17, 1955 


Yet another thing about that evil gen- 
eration: they were exceedingly insistent 
upon all the outward forms of religion, 
but all this was but a covering for in- 
ward wickedness and perverseness. They 
were a good example of certain ones 
described by Robert Burns in his poem, 
“The Cotter’s Saturday Night.” 

When men display to congregations wide, 

Devotion’s every grace, except the heart! 
The Pharisees were punctilious about the 
washing of their hands and their cups 
but forgot the devotion of the heart, with 
the result that the love of God, equity, 
and humility were utterly lacking, and 
those whom they were supposed to lead 
in the way of righteousness were rather 
being defiled like men walking over 
unmarked graves. What a picture of an 
evil generation! We had better pray, 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
try me, and know my thoughts: and 
see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting” 
(Psa, 139:23, 24). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. An evil generation seeks a sign (Luke 
11:16, 29-32) 

2. An evil generation perverts the light 
(vs. 33-36) 

3. An evil generation puts externalities 
before realities (vs. 37-44) 


Topics for Development 

The Eye and the Light. I should like 
to call attention to a remarkable sermon 
of Spurgeon’s bearihg this title and based 
on Luke 11:33-36. This great preacher 
who stood as a lighthouse in London for 
So many years, develops as his first point 
how the light enters the soul, showing 
that just as the eye receives light to 
lighten the whole body, so the mind re- 
ceives light to lighten the soul; but just 
as some men’s eyes are darkened so that 
they cannot receive the light, however 
bright, so it is possible for the mind, the 
eye of the soul, to be darkened by preju- 
dice, error, love of sin, pride, and other 
such things, thus shutting the light out 
from the soul. 

Then he proceeds to show how the 


light may be perverted and turned into 


darkness, making a man darker than if 
he had never had light. In this re- 
gard he speaks of those who know the 
Gospel of free grace but turn it into a 
justification for their sin, or of those who 
have. been taught in the value of the 
ordinances but turn to depend upon them 
instead of Christ for their salvation. 

A third point is how the light acts 
when it comes within. Here he presents 
a man whose mind has been fully 
opened to receive the light, and he de- 
picts the sanctifying influence of the 
light upon every part of the man’s life. 
This wonderful sermon is found in Vol- 
ume 1 of the “Treasury of the New Tes- 
tament,” page 831. (By C. H. Spurgeon. 
Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 33 Ludgate 
Hill, London E.C. 4, Eng., 4 vols., £6.) 
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Lesson for January .1 


Practical Applications 

Believe, and the Son of God will be 
your advocate; disbelieve, and all the be- 
lievers of the ages from Abel on, includ- 
ing Jonah and the Queen of Sheba, will 
witness against you in that great day. 

The fainter lights of Solomon and 
Jonah have given place to the fullness of 
light in Christ Jesus. Therefore, we are 
without excuse, 

“The darkness is past, and the true 
light now shineth” (1 John 2:8), but is 
your eye focused to receive the beam? 

There is no darkness so deep as per- 
verted light. + 

Take care of the realities, and the ex- 
ternalities will come to proper adjust- 
ment. 

Are men sanctified or corrupted as 
they touch your life? 


Golden Text 
Luke 11:23.—“‘He that is not with me 
is against me: and he that gathereth not 
with me scattereth.”- Christ calls for a 
definite verdict, a clear decision. We 
must be on one side or another. 
What will you do with Jesus? 
Neutral you cannot be; 
Some day your heart will be asking, 
“What will He do with me?” 
—A. B. Simpson 
Ex_muurst, ILL. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Svuccestep HyMNs 


: “O God, the Rock of Ages” 
“Standing at the Portal of the Opening 


Year” 
“Come Ev’ry Soul by Sin Oppressed” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, by whose grace and 
goodness we have come into this New 
Year, make its opening day one of rich 
blessing to our souls. Cleanse our hearts, 
forgive our sins, and show us our Sav- 
iour in His power to lift men to a new 
and higher life that we may trust Him 


to make all things new for us. Guide | 


us through this year, deliver us from 
all evil, and use us to serve our Lord 
and the need of others. To the unsaved 
grant repentance and faith in Christ, to 
the sick and troubled mercy according 
to Thy love and wisdom, and to faithful 
servants of Christ give support and suc- 
cess in all their ministry. To the nations 
give spiritual awakening, wise and godly 
leadership, and a just settlement of dis- 
putes leading to peace and good will. 
Above all, let Thy Kingdom come and 
Thy will be done on earth as in Heaven, 
for the sake and glory of our blessed 
Saviour. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—When you go for a 
Meal at a friend’s home, mother prob- 
ably says, “Don’t forget your table man- 
hers!” Today we have read about the 
Lord Jesus’ astonishing a man who had 
invited Him to a meal by failing to wash 
His hands before eating. The Jews made 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


much of this and had their rules for 
ceremonies of washing before eating. It 
was good up to a point. An old proverb 
says, “Cleanliness is next to godliness.” 
But we need to remember that a clean 


heart is more important than clean 
hands. That is where some outwardly 
clean people failed in those days, and 
there are many like them still. 

We may be sure our Lord knew His 
table manners, but this time He pur- 
posely broke with them to teach His 
host that, though outward cleanness is 
important, inward cleanness is more im- 
portant. He showed the man that keep- 
ing hands, cups, and dishes clean count- 
ed for little if on the inside people were 





FOR 


SEEK A CLEAN NE 


full of sinful thoughts, desires, and 
schemes. It isn’t enough to be here clean 
and well dressed today if your life is 
soiled with sins of which you refuse to 
repent. “Man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looketh on the 
heart.” What does He see on the inside 
of your life? The wrong’there that you 
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“As Jonah became a sign unto the Ninevites, so shall also the Son of man be to 
this generation?(Lk.|1:30,a)*As Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 
of the whale (Sea- monster); so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights 
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try to hide is not hidden from Him. 
Make your New Year prayer, “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God; and renew a 
right spirit within me.” That could 
bring you the happy New Year your 
friends are wishing you as nothing else 
could, 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“He that is not with me is against me 
.. .”’ (Luke 11:23).—The Lord Jesus had 
just demonstrated His power as being 
superior to that of the “strong man 
armed” (a reference to Satan) by cast- 
ing out demons and setting Satan’s cap- 
tives free. This proved indeed that the 
Kingdom of God had truly come. Now 
everything was either of Satan or of the 
Lord. 

No one could be neutral. One was 
either with or against the Lord. Not to 
be with Him amounted to being against 
Him. No compromise was possible. 

The spirit of the age is that of “gather- 
ing.” Satan is gathering people together 









Gowan 1717; 2:10) 
4, array! —aoes 














1022 





(10) 


in societies, groups, leagues, associations, 
and the like. 

The Lord Jesus is gathering His peo- 
ple together into “one body” (John 11:52; 
Psa. 50:5; Matt. 18:20). So, if the gath- 
ering being done today is not with Christ 
as the central and pre-eminent One, it 
will ultimately be revealed as a scatter- 
ing (John 10:12). 

Pilate attempted to be neutral when 
the Lord Jesus was brought before him. 
He evidently thought he was able in 
this matter “to carry water on both 
shoulders,” as the saying is. His ver- 
dict, “I find in him no fault at all,” would 
imply that he was with Christ; but when 
he delivered Him unto them to be cru- 
cified, it was manifested that he was 
against Him! 

Lowell said, “Compromise makes a 
good umbrella, but a poor roof: it is a 
temporary expedient, often wise in party 
politics, almost sure to be unwise in 
statesmanship.” And we should like to 
add: always fatal in spiritual matters. 


“.. This is an evil generation: they 
seek a sign...” (Luke 11:29).—The Lord 
had multiplied signs in their midst. To 
act as though none had been given, was 
to manifest their “evil heart of unbe- 
lief.” In speaking to His disciples after- 
ward He said, “If I had not done among 
them the works which none other man 
did, they: had not had sin: but now have 
they both seen and hated both me and 
my Father” (John 15:24). 

A transgressor hates everyone and 
everything that exposes the evil within 
him. A burglar rifled an unoccupied 
house by the sea. He ransacked the 
rooms and heaped the loot in the living 
room. There were evidences that here 
he sat down to rest. On a shelf in the 
corner stood a marble bust of Guido’s 
“Christ Crowned With Thorns.” The 
guilty man had taken it in his hands 
and examined it. It bore his finger- 
prints; but he replaced it with its face 
turned to the wall, as if he would not 
have even the sightless eyes of the 
marble Saviour look upon his deeds of 
infamy. 

The only additional sign the Lord 
would give them was “the sign of Jonas 
the prophet.” Besides preaching to the 
Ninevites, Jonah was a sign to them; 
for he appeared in their midst as one 
who had come back from that which 
symbolized death. 

The Lord Himself was to go into actual 
death; then come forth from among the 
dead, as victor over it. That was the 
greatest of all signs. But they did not 
believe that either. They did not re- 
pent in sackcloth and ashes as did the 
Ninevites after hearing Jonah’s message 
(Jonah 3:5-10). 

It is remarkable that the one and 
only sign which the Lord gave to an 
evil generation is disbelieved by multi- 
tudes today. They vainly imagine that 
the incident regarding Jonah is sufficient 
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to justify doubt regarding the entire 
Bible. , 

He who “prepared the heavens” (Prov. 
8:27); and “prepared the light [or lumi- 
naries] and the sun” (Psa. 74:16); and 
“prepared his throne in the heavens” 
(Psa. 103:19); and “prepareth rain for 
the earth” (Psa. 147:8) is certainly able 
to prepare a great fish to swallow Jonah 
(Jonah 1:17). I should like to go on 
record as wholeheartedly believing it. 


The Lord Jesus said, “As Jonas... 
so also the Son of man.” If one is fic- 
titious, so is the other—and in that case, 
we have no Saviour! If one is historical, 
so is the other. 


“... behold, a greater than Jonas is 
here” (Luke 11:32).—The Lord Jesus 
did not hesitate to say, “A greater than 
Jonas is here’—for He was “God... 
manifest in the flesh.” His preaching 
was vastly superior to that of Jonah’s, 
and the people admitted, “Never man 
spake like this man” (John 7:46). And 
as for wisdom excelling that of Solo- 
mon’s, it is only necessary to recall that 
the Lord Jesus is “the wisdom,” as well 
as the “power of God” (1 Cor. 1:24) 
“in whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge” (Col, 2:3). 


“If before the wise man who yet became 
a fool; if before the proverb maker who 
himself became a proverb; if before the 
richly endowed man whose glorious abil- 
ities were lent to the utter folly of idol- 
atry; if before the king, whose kingliness 
became vanity, the ‘queen of the south’ 
bowed herself; how much more should 
we bow before the unfading wisdom, the 
unsullied purity, and the eternal king- 
ship of the Lord of all!” (H. J. Horn.) 
“O come, let us worship and bow down: 
let us kneel before the Lord our maker” 
(Psa. 95:6). 


“ . . when thine eye is single, thy 
whole body also is full of light .. .” 
(Luke 11:34).—The Lord has just said 
men do not light a candle to hide it in 
a secret place. It is placed'on a candle- 
stick that all who come in may see the 
light. The Lord Jesus came as the light 
of the world, that people should “not 
walk in darkness, but... have the light 
of life” (John 8:12). If anything was 
wrong, it was not with the Light, but 
with their eyes—their spiritual seeing 
faculty. 

If a person complains about not seeing 
the sun, when it is shining in all its 
meridian glory, we know the fault is not 
with the sun, but with the complainer’s 
eyes (see 2 Cor. 4:3-6). When a person 
acknowledges Jesus by faith as Lord and 
Saviour, he can say, “Whereas I was 
blind, now I see!” (John 9:25.) 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 








December 17, 1955 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our Lord Jesus, in His 

teachings, dealt with every part of 
your body, every phase of your being— 
physical, mental, and spiritual. That is 
why it is so important to study carefully 
His words; you are apt to misuse and 
abuse every faculty you possess, follow- 
ing your natural inclinations. But if 
you will follow His infinite counsel you 
will make the best and happiest use of 
every ability you have. This eleventh 
chapter of Luke which we study today 
is so full and so rich with wise instruc- 
tion that it is impossible to take it up 
in detail with time and space so limited, 
sO we are going to confine ourselves in 
this lesson to verses 34-36. 

Jesus says: “The light of the body is 
the eye; therefore when thine eye is 
single, thy whole body also is full of 
light; but when thine eye is evil, thy 
body also is full of darkness. Take heed 
therefore that the light which is in thee 
be not darkness. If thy whole body 
therefore be full of light, having no part 
dark, the whole shall be full of light 


Pedagogists tell us that most of what 
a normal person learns comes through 
the “eye gate’—some say as high as 80 
per cent. That knowledge can be whole- 
some, pure, and character-building, but 
it is equally possible to be evil and 
character-degrading. How important it 
is, then, that the eye be “single” as 
Jesus said. And what is “single”? Well, 
you get some idea of what it means by 
looking at what follows in the same 
verse: “, . . but when thine eye is evil, 
thy body also is full of darkness.” So 
the “single” eye is the opposite of the 
eye which looks upon evil. The single 
eye locks at the good and lets in light, 
but the evil eye feasts upon evil and lets 
in darkness. 

You grow like that at which you look. 
If it is a lewd picture, lewdness devel- 
ops in your thinking and actions. The 
eye “intake” floods thought, fires the im- 
agination, and overcomes sane reason- 
ing. Jesus said (Matt. 18:9), “If thine 
eye offend thee, pluck it out”—so seri- 
ous it is for the eye to look upon evil; 
but there is something you can do which 
will save you from gouging out your 
eye, and that is, switch it immediately 
away from the thing that is evil. Keep 
out of places where evil things are 
shown. It is of utmost importance to 
take this precaution. Eye service has 
such instant and powerful effect upon 
the imagination. 

The Bible is full of warnings on this 
score. Proverbs 23:31: “Look not thou 
upon the wine when it is red, when it 
giveth his colour in the cup, when it 
moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth 
like a serpent, and stingeth like an 
adder.” 

I had a brilliant uncle, a young doc- 
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Lesson for January 1 


tor, who was very skillful. People said 
he would go to the very top in the medi- 
cal profession. At thirty years of age 
he had a large and lucrative practice. 
He looked at the wine, and it bit him. 
Drinking “moderately” at first, he be- 
came a drunkard and lost much of his 
practice. By the exercise of a strong 
will, he “reformed,” quit drinking, and 
regained his _ self-control. Patients 
flocked to him again. People marveled 
at apparently such a complete restora- 
tion. He was as steady as a clock. One 
evening he attended a banquet where 
champagne was served. He turned his 
glass down. But a very charming young 
lady sat next to him; she held out her 
glass to him and begged him to sip it 
with her. He looked into her starlike 
eyes, then upon the sparkling glass—and 
sipped! That night he procured a quart 
of brandy, went to his room, and in two 
days died screaming with delirium tre- 
mens. His eye was evil and it filled his 
body and soul with darkness, 

But, fellows, God planned for your eye 
to do you a better service than that. 
He wants you to use it to look upon the 
good, that your body and soul may be 
filled with light. Look upon His Word 
—daily. Look upon God’s servants who 
are serving Him in faithfulness and in 
power. Look into the eyes of your 
mother counseling you in the ways of 
right living and into your father’s face 
when he advises you. And whether 
or not you should be so fortunate as to 
have wise parental guidance, there is 
always one sure and unfailing spot upon 
which to focus your quest for wisdom. 
The Holy Spirit will guide you. He has 
an eye, too—a wonderful eye, and He 
says, “I will instruct thee and teach thee 
in the way which thou shalt go: I will 
guide thee with mine eye.” When you 
are guided by Him you are “full of 
light.” 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET’S start the New Year by setting 

up our chart again on the Book of 
Luke. Why is there a picture of Christ 
in the center? (Because He is the cen- 
ter of the Bible.) Right. Pass around 
the first twelve emblems, please. Then 
the person with No. 1 can put up hers, 


No. 2 follow next, and so on. (1) Angel 
and Zacharias, (2) Manger, (3) Jesus 
Listening in the Temple, (4) Satan 


Tempting Christ, (5) Jesus Healing the 
Leper, (6) Jesus Healing the Man 
Brought in His Bed, (7) Jesus Saying 
to Matthew, Follow Me, (8) Jesus Rais- 
ing the Widow’s Son, (9) The Sower, 
(10) The Transfiguration, (11) The Good 
Samaritan, (12) Children Praying. Good! 
You put them all up in less than three 
minutes! : 

This quarter we are using a new mem- 
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ory card, “The Resurrection.” I hope 
we'll all know. it perfectly by Easter 
Sunday, when it can be part of the 
program. The first question is, “What 
did Christ foretell about His death and 
resurrection?” Read the answer from 
your card, “Jesus said unto them, The 
Son of man shall be betrayed into the 
hands of men: and they shall kill him, 
and the third day he shall be raised 
again” (Matt. 17:22, 23). Girls, Jesus is 
the only one who ever lived who fore- 
told His own death and resurrection. It 
happened exactly as He said it would. 
Let us learn the first half of this ahswer 
today. Since there are sixteen words 
in it, suppose we read it together eight 
times, then turn our cards over and see 
if we can say it without looking. That 
was fine. Although Jesus knew that He 
would be betrayed into the hands of 
men, He went calmly on, walking with 
them, eating with them, and teaching 
them, just as if He had no terrible ordeal 
before Him. 

Our lesson today is called, “Jesus Re- 
bukes Insincerity.” This is good for the 
beginning of a new year. I hope this 
may be the best year we have ever had. 
It will be if we learn more of our Lord 
and of His Word than ever before! But 
learning spiritual truths is different from 
learning school lessons. If we are will- 
ing to study, we can learn English, or 
history, or mathematics, regardless of 
the state of our hearts. But unless we 
are sincere before the Lord, we cannot 
learn from Him. God’s Word is so won- 
derful that it challenges the best intel- 
lects, yet hearts and consciences are 
more important than brains in under- 
standing spiritual things. 

We spent last quarter on the life of 
Christ as told by the beloved physician 
Luke. We read about His birth, His 
baptism, His temptation in the wilder- 
ness, and His transfiguration. Today we 
are going to see how He conducted Him- 
self in the midst of insincere people. 
Read Luke 11:14-16. The Lord per- 
formed a miracle of healing here, but 
there is no record that He was thanked 
for it. “The people wondered.” Then 
two different groups tried to get Him 
into trouble. The first group said, “He 
casts out demons by the power of the 
devil.” The next group said to Him, 
“Give us a sign from heaven.” 

The first group were slandering Jesus, 
but He showed no anger. He answered 
courteously, though He showed how fool- 
ish their talk was. If Satan ordered 
his demons into someone, and then or- 
dered them out again, his kingdom would 
surely go to pieces. Read verse 20. If 
these people had sincerely wanted to 


know the truth, they would have been 


convinced right then that Jesus was God. 
Since demons dre stronger than men, no 
mere man could cast them out. Satan 
would not destroy his own kingdom. 
The only answer then is that Christ cast 
them out by “the finger of God,” there- 
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fore He was “God manifest in flesh.” 
But these people were not sincerely 
wanting to know the truth. They were 
only slandering Him, so they made no 
answer. 

Then the Lord addressed the second 
group, who had asked for a sign from 
Heaven. This was not a sincere desire 
on their part, for Jesus had already 
given them many signs. Read verse 29. 
Instead of giving them another sign from 
above, He gave them one from beneath. 
Jonah’s being down in the depths of the 
sea for three days and nights was a sign, 
and had caused the people of Nineveh to 
repent of their sins. Jesus was going 
to be buried for three days and nights 
and then rise again. That was the only 
further sign His critics would be given. 

In verses 31 and 32 Jesus reminded 
the Jews of two Old Testament stories, 
which were a rebuke to them. The 
Queen of Sheba had come miles and 
miles to hear the wisdom of Solomon. 
But the wisdom of Solomon was not 
nearly so great as the wisdom of the 
Son of man in their midst. The whole 
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city of Nineveh had repented when they 
heard Jonah’s warnings, but those who 
heard Jesus’ warnings, instead of repent- 
ing of their sins, plotted to kill Him! 

Read verses 33-36. Here the Lord 
Jesus warns them again, “When thine 
eye is evil, thy body also is full of dark- 
ness.” This was surely true of His audi- 
ence. 

Now we’ll read around the class verses 
37-44. If the story ended here, we might 
think it strange that Jesus would speak 
this way in a house where He was an 
invited guest. The Pharisee had begged 
Him to come to eat with him, and Jesus 
had come. But He spoke words of re- 
buke, probably while still at the table. 
Why? I think we find out in the last 
two verses of the chapter. Read them. 
The Lord Jesus knows what is in every 
heart. He knew that this Pharisee had 
not invited Him to his home to do Him 
honor, but to give his evil friends and 
himself further opportunity to try to get 
Jesus to say something for which they 
could later get Him into trouble. 

Instead of succeeding in tempting Him, 
their own hypocrisy was exposed. Jesus 
told them, by means of an illustration, 
that although they kept up a good ap- 
pearance, inside they were full of wick- 
edness. Then He went on to foretell woe, 
or trouble, which would come upon them 
because of their sins. Outwardly the 
Pharisees were good men, but Jesus 
looked right into their hearts and saw 
pride and hypocrisy. 

Let us ask the Lord to cleanse us from 
these sins. Then He can bless us in this 
New Year, 





During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “‘The Resurrection,” for 
memory work., These cards may be ordered 
from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 717, Fern- 
dale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
825 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
All Not the Same.—He that is not with 

me is against me: and he that gathereth 
not with me scattereth (Luke 11:23, 
Golden Text). At an international gath- 
ering of young people in New York City 
a young American asked a cultured girl 
from Burma what was the religious be- 
lief of the majority of the Burmese. The 
young woman informed him that it was 
Buddhism. The American said quite 
casually, “Oh, well, that doesn’t matter; 
all the religions are the same anyway.” 
The Burmese looked directly at the 
young man, and said: “If you had lived 
in my country you would not say that. 
I have seen what centuries of supersti- 
tion, fear, and indifference to social prob- 
lems have done to my people. We need 
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the truth and uplift of Christianity. 
When I became a Christian it cost me 
something. If your religion had cost you 
more, you might be aware of its superi- 
ority.".—-From the Expositor. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Unlighted Lanterns.—That they which 
come in may see the light (Luke 11:33). 
In England, in early times, lanterns were 
hung in some of the church steeples at 
night and others in front of dwelling 
houses. The watchman going his rounds 
called out, “Hang out your lights.” And 
this is the call of Christ: Let -your light 
shine, let the world know by your ac- 
tions and words that you are My dis- 
ciple. An unlighted lantern hung out 
in those days of old was as effective in 
guiding a traveler along the road as is 
many a one in these days who has taken 
the name of Christ and yet is unlighted. 
A follower of Christ who is not making 
his presence felt for good is a failure.— 
From Best Modern Illustrations. Sent 
by Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill. 
Prize illustration. 


A Call for Sincerity—When thine eye 
is single, thy whole body also is full of 
light (Luke 11:34). 

Let all thy converse be sincere, 

Thy conscience as the noonday clear; 

For God's all-seeing eye surveys 

Thy secret thoughts, and words, and ways, 
—From Bishop Thomas Ken, written in 
1695. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


“No Workee for Heathen.”—Take heed 
therefore that the light which is in thee 
be not darkness (Luke 11:35). A Chi- 
nese applied for the position of cook in 
an American family which belonged to 
a fashionable church. The lady asked 
him, “Do you drink whiskey?” “No, I 
Clistian man.” “Do you play cards?” 
“No, I Clistian man.” He was engaged, 
and was found honest and capable. By 
and by the lady gave a party, during 
which the wine flowed in abundance and 
cards were played for high stakes. John 
did his part acceptably, but the next 
morning he appeared before his mistress, 
“I want to go.” “Why, what is the mat- 
ter?” “I Clistian man—I told you sé 
before. No heathen. No workee for 
heathen.”"—From Militant Truth. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Clean Dishes.—And the Lord said unto 
him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean 
the outside of the cup and the platter; 
but your inward part is full of ravening 
and wickedness (Luke 11:39). When I 
was a child, how I hated to do the dishes! 
Often in my haste to get done with an 
unpleasant task, I did a slipshod job— 
and as a result, many a dish was re- 
turned, a little smear of egg or catsup 
left on the plate; or a daub of butter was 
clinging to the underside. As I grew 
older I began to learn that a dish isn’t 
really clean unti] it is clean both inside 
and out. Often now in life we face the 
same problem. None of us, I feel sure, 
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would even think of going downtown 
without taking care that we were per- 
sonally clean. But some of us who are 
careful about our appearance are very 
careless about the language that we use. 
It is often profane, unclean, vulgar... . 
Nor would we set before our guests our 
dirty dishes; and yet we think nothing 
of telling them smutty stories and off- 
color jokes. We are horrified when 
Junior picks up a piece of candy off the 
street and starts to eat it; but we permit 
him to read comic books and see movies 
that are even more dangerous. Aren’t 
we very much like the. Pharisees of old, 
in that we are more concerned about 
how we look to our neighbors than how 
we look to God?—From the Christian 
Union Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. 


Time Wise, Eternity Foolish—For ye 
tithe mint and rue and all manner of 
herbs, and pass over judgment and the 
love of God (Luke 11:42). A man in 
Greencastle, Ind., dropped two pennies 
on the floor of an Indianapolis depart- 
ment store as he pulled out his billfold 
to make a purchase. He stopped to hunt 
the two cents and left his wallet lying on 
the counter. When he arose, the wallet, 
containing fifty dollars, was gone! That 
is bad, but not as bad as being “time 
wise,” but “eternity foolish.”—From 
Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. 


Hypocritical Hands.—Woe unto you 
... hypocrites! (Luke 11:44.) Fran Rocco, 
a Dominican, preached an eloquent peni- 
tential sermon, when many showed 
signs of contrition. Then he said, “All 
who are truly penitent, hold up your 
hands.” Everyone did so. Then he said, 
“Holy Archangel Michael, cut off every 
hand which has been held up hypocriti- 
cally.” Every hand dropped.—From the 
S.S. Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Meaning What We Say and Do 
(Luke 11:33-44) 


AVE at hand a candle and matches, 

a blindfold, a pan with suds, dirty 
cup and dish, small quantity of beans 
or any vegetable which can be counted 
out to select a tithe, a newspaper picture 
of dignitaries on a platform, picture of 
a cemetery or gravestone from a maga- 
zine advertisement. 

The Lord preached sermons about 
these things. What do you:think He 
preached about a candle? (Light it.) 
“Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 5:16). Yes, that was one sermon 
about light shining out. He preached 


another about light: shining in, But here 
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is another part of that sermon. (Blind- 
fold child.) Does the light shine in so 
he can see to do things? No, he is not 
seeing the light, though it is right there! 
Who said He was the light of the world? 
(John 8:12.) Now we are ready to read 


the sermon about light shining in (Luke. 


11:33-36). Does the Lord want to shine 
into every part of your life and light 
up all you say and do? Or do you keep 
a blindfold on so His light won’t hit 
some places? What about the things 
that go on at schoo] behind the teacher's 
back? What about the mean things you 
say or do to little children when Mother 
is not around to know? 


There were people in the Lord Jesus’ 
day, too, who did not want His light 
shining on them. They shut their hearts 
up tight and would not look or listen or 
believe. They thought they were good 
enough if they pretended to be very 
religious when people were watching. 


One of the Pharisees, the make-believe 
be-very-religious men, invited the Lord 
to lunch. And what do you think! The 
Lord Jesus went and sat down without 
washing His hands! Right on purpose! 
Now the Pharisees were more fussy even 
than mothers about washing hands! So 
this Pharisee was surprised that the 
Lord Jesus did not have better manners, 
But as I told you, He did it on purpose, 
hoping they would look at Him and let 
His light shine into their bad hearts. 
He told them: “Now you Pharisees 
wash the outside of the cup and the dish” 
(dramatize action). Look at the inside! 
“The inside of you is full of greed and 
badness,” even though you are all 
washed up on the outside. “Now give 
away to those who need it what your 
greedy heart has got, and everything 
will be clean for you. 

“Shame on you, you Pharisees! You 
count one out of every ten of every 
little vegetable to give to the Lord, but 
you go right py the more important 
things of being fair, and loving God. 
Shame on you, you Pharisees! You love 
to sit in the front seats in meeting, and 
be called Dr. So-and-So when people 
meet you on the streets. Shame on you! 
You are like graves that are not marked 
and the men who walk over them do not 
know what is underneath!” All the sin 
and meanness that people do not see! 

Suppose the Lord were sitting there 
(point to empty chair) with us today. 
What “Shame on you!” would He say as 
He pointed His finger at you, and you, 
and me? Shame on you! You go to Sun- 
day school and say that you love Me, 
but at school you act like the Devil. 
Shame on you! You make nice prayers 
but what rotten talk among the fellows! 
Shame on you! -You say you love your 
mother, but look how you speak to her 
sometimes and disobey her! Boys and 


girls, won’t you let the Lord’s light shine 
in on those sore spots and make you light 
Don’t shut your 
They killed 


and clean all through? 
hearts like the Pharisees! 
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the Lord they did not want shining on 
their badness. “He that is not with me 
is against me” (Luke 11:23, Memory 
Verse). 
Orono, MAINE. 
we 


‘ For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ODAY being New Year’s Day, there 
will be plenty of excitement. Christ- 
mas. gift money will have been turned 
into new shoes and dresses, and the 
children will want you to notice them. 
Grandparents and loving aunts and 
uncles will be visiting your Primary 
child’s home. That, in itself, tends to 
make for excitement. The children— 
and their teacher, too!—will be weary 
from the festivities of the weeks before. 
If your church family observed a Watch 
Night service (and we hope it did), 
you will be almost exhausted by the time 
your Sunday school hour is over. 
Therefore, let us face it, Teacher. You 
are going to have to make extra prep- 
aration for this Sunday. That extra 
preparation, by the way, should include 
a nap on Saturday afternoon! This is 
good, practical advice. Your children 


will need extra affection on your behalf ' 


this week. They have become so en- 
tangled with Christmas paraphernalia, 
that they may easily have failed to ap- 
preciate the reaj, true meaning of Christ- 
mas. It is your task to recall it to their 
thinking. 

You could review last week’s lesson, 
using the pictures. Let the children 
mention the song that went with each 
one. Have the children themselves tell 
the story in their own words. Sing the 
songs that were used in the lesson. Such 
a review will be helpful. 

You have doubtless had the children 
enact various Bible story lessons. Why 
not let them play the Christmas lesson? 
Encourage them to tell you what char- 
acters would be needed and what each 
would do. They will respond to this 
quickly if you try to guide their think- 
ing by using the pictures that you used 
in illustrating the Christmas songs. By 
the time you choose (at the children’s 
suggestions) the child who will repre- 
sent Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and 
the Wise Men, everyone in your class 
will have a part. One of the children 
can be the storyteller. A rolled up doll’s 
blanket can be held in Mary’s arms. 

Quite obviously, this will take up most 
of the worship and review time. It will 
prove profitable in keeping the children 
active and helping them to recall the 
true significance of Christmas. 

You can tie in the Christmas lesson 
with today’s lesson, by reminding the 
children that the Lord Jesus said while 
He was here on earth, “As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world” 
(John 9:5). Also He said, “Ye are the 
light of the world” (Matt. 5:14). He 
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is not here on earth now. But we are 
here. And He wants us to shine as He 
shone when He was here. (How thrill- 
ing it is to hear of children who have 
shone that way, too! Their lives have 
been such that their own families have 
come to know Christ as Saviour. Pray 
that it may be so with the children com- 
mitted to your trust, Teacher.) 

As you approach this lesson, therefore, 
have the children sing the beloved, “This 
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Little Light of Mine.” One teacher visual- 
ized this on a flashcard. Its use was effec- 
tive and interesting. On a piece of colored 
construction paper, paste a strip of red 
paper, about six inches long and one inch 
wide. This will represent a candle. Add a 
little orange flame. Another color can be 
used to make tbe flat candlestick. Out 
of tan constructi6n paper, make a bushel- 
basket-shaped piece. Draw in a few 
lines to add to the realism. This should 
be large enough to cover the whole 
candle. Turn the basket upside down 
and about one inch above the flame, 
fasten it with a paper brad. When the 
children sing the first verse, hold the 
basket upright. When they sing the 
“Hide it under a bushel? No!” let the 
basket swing down to cover the candle. 
Swing it back up as they sing the next 
line, “I’m going to let it shine.” Repeat 
this throughout the chorus. 

You will not have any trouble de- 
veloping the lesson story on the impor- 
tance of sincerity—meaning what we say 
and do. It is one thing to say in Sun- 
day school that we love the Lord Jesus 
and want to serve Him. It is another 
thing really to let our lights shine for 
Him every day of the week. (And that 
goes for teacher as well as scholar, does 
it not? Oh, that we would each have 
hearts that are sincere in all of our 
doing!) 

LANCASTER, PA, 

C3 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1020) 
1. An atmosphere of controversy. 


2. The request for a sign to validate 
His messiahship (Luke 11:16, 29). 


3. His being swallowed by the great 
fish and being vomited out again three 
days later (Matt. 12:40). 


4. The Queen of Sheba. See 1 Kings 10. 

5. 2 Kings 14:25. 

6. In the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 
5:15). 

7. Sincere and insincere. 


8. The work of sanctification, wrought 
by the Holy Spirit by the Word of truth. 
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9. The only time-on record is in John 
4: 31-34, 

10. Their lives polluted others, just as 
men walking over unmarked graves were 
unconsciously defiled, in a ceremonial 
sense, 
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Should Study Come First? 


(Continued from page 1016) 


the story or topic to be considered. 
Teaching should clear up any obstacles 
that may discourage or nullify the work 
of the pupil. In short, teaching is the 
necessary prerequisite of learning, and, 
especially with younger or slower chil- 
dren, the spoken word is more effective 
than the printed page. Study should 
primarily repeat, in interesting ways, the 
material taught, in order to provide re- 
tention. Brighter and older pupils, who 
‘are stimulated by the printed work, 
may, of course, do more independent 
study or research, but, with them, the 
class period usually provides the stimu- 
lation to undertake it, 
Orono, MAINE. 


we 


Christmas Notes 
(Continued from second page) 


death as a criminal. His followers, few 
and humble, forsook him and fled. 


To those who reject the claims of 
Jesus as being equal with God, as be- 
ing God the Son, the very almanac of 
the modern world is an incredible ab- 
surdity. 

If a jury of historians had to explain, 
on purely historical grounds, the letters 
A.D. and B.C., which now serve univer- 
sally as the point from which civilized 
time is reckoned, they must report that 
“some force,” mysterious in origin, and 
independent of human will, but with 
range and energy sufficient to affect all 
civilized nations, and persistent enough 
to run through all the centuries, has 
“somehow” put the impress of Christ’s 
hand on all history. What possible ex- 
planation is there for this enigma? 

Here is a peasant in the darkest age 
of the world; he lived in a subject prov- 
ince; he never wrote a sentence that has 
been preserved; he died when he had 
scarcely reached manhood; and he died 
cast out by his own race, and aban- 
doned by his scanty band of followers. 


And yet, twenty centuries after He 
hung upon a cross, His birth is accepted, 
by believers amd. unbelievers alike, as 
the point from which all centuries are 
dated. Every morning all the newspapers 
of the world, even though some are im- 
pregnated with hatred and ridicule of 
Jesus Christ, adjust their dates to His 
cradle. The very dates on our checks 
and letters, all governmental records, 
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all, are unconsciously a testimony to the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 

There can be but one explanation for 
this riddle of the “Changed Calendar.” 
It is that He who hung upon that Roman 
cross, was, as He claimed, more than 
man, that He was, in fact, God incarnate, 
God in the person of His Son—Himself 
the Creator of Time. And this Lord of 
Creation performed upon that cross a far 
mightier work than all human achieve- 
nents put together—namely, the redemp- 
tion of the human race; available to all 
who will believe and receive Him as 
Redeemer and Lord. 
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Prayer for Missions 
on New Year's Day 


OR the fourth successive year, there 

will be special sessions for prayer for 
missions on New Year’s Day for Chris- 
tians in or near Philadelphia. They will 
be held on Monday, January 2, at the 
Philadelphia Bible Institute, 1800 Arch 
Street. Twenty-six home and foreign 
missions will be represented, 
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A chairman will be in charge of eaeh 
session and will give a short message 
on prayer. The periods will be as fol- 
lows: 10.00 to 12.45; 2.30 to 4.45; 7.00 to 
9.15; and these will. be divided into quar- 
ter-hour periods allotted to the various 
organizations. Lunch and supper may 
be obtained at restaurants within easy 
reach of the Institute. 

The sponsoring committee for this day 
of prayer is as follows: Chairman, Harry 
J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-President and 
Secretary, The Sunday School Times Co.; 
Miss Bessie Traber, Bible Club Move- 
ment; Herbert M. Griffin, China Inland 
Mission; William A. Mierop, Philadel- 
phia Bible Institute; Ebenezer G. Vine, 
Regions Beyond Missionary Union, 

ve 


Binders for 
The Sunday School Times 


HAT reader has not had the ex- 
perience of hunting among maga- 
zines and papers for a particular issue 
of THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes in which 
was an article that just fitted an im- 
mediate need, only to locate practically 
every other issue than the one desired? 
Would it not be a help and a timesaver 
to have an attractive binder for the 
year into which each issue could be 
quickly placed and kept as soon as it 
arrives and before it could be mislaid? 
Such sturdy binders are available for 
only $1.35 each, postpaid. They are of 
heavy cardboard, with the name of the 
paper stamped in gold on the front cover. 
Each holds a year’s issues, and is so 
designed that issues can be inserted or 
removed quickly and easily. 

Orders for as many as you wish may 
be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadel- 
phia 5. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 1 


1. What Is My Life Worth? 
(Matt. 6:25-34; 10:29-31) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


T IS a good thing at the beginning 

of the year to do what a Christian 
leader used to call “take roundings,” 
or, in other words, to examine every 
side of a situation. This week's topic 
and next week's have evidently been 
designed to encourage Christian young 
people to do just this. Under the 
over-all topic, “A Look at Myself,” 
we are encouraged to think first of 
the value of the life that we possess 
and use, and then in line with next 
week’s topic to determine what we shall 
do with it. 
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It may help us to see what our life 
is worth if we think first what it has 
cost those who brought us into this 
world. Young people sometimes have a 
very flippant attitude when they face a 
question such as this. No doubt you 
have heard some young people say, “I 
don’t owe my parents anything. I did 
not ask them to be born.” Nevertheless 
there is an inescapable truth that most 
of us have had parents who gave much 
careful prayer and thought and who did 
sincere and loving planning to make 
it possible for us to enjoy the life that 
we now live. In many cases it meant 
rea] sacrifices and personal loss in time, 
and effort, and suffering, so that you and 
I might have the best possible oppor- 
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tunities for health, training, education, 
and good home environment. Whether 
you asked for it or not, their love and 
devotion have been showered upon you, 
and it puts a very real value on your 
life that cannot be estimated in terms 
of dollars and cents. . 
‘ we 

Further light as to what your life is 
worth may be seen from what it has 
cost society. Have you ever realized 
that men and women down through the 
years have contributed of their means, 
of their labor, and sometimes of their 
very lives to make it possible for you 
to enjoy man¥of the blessings that you 
more or less take for granted today— 
the blessing of a free land in which to 
live and develop, the blessing of an open 
Bible, the blessing of freedom to wor- 
ship God as you choose, and even your 
very knowledge of God, all have cost 
others a price that cannot be estimated, 
and all of this adds materially to the 
worth of your life. 

w 

But infinitely beyond what your life 
has cost your parents and society is what 
it has cost God, the Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. You are not here on this 
earth because of some afterthought of 
God, or some development of creation. 
Your life is a precious gift from God, 
the Creator. You were in His thoughts 
when the world was planned. He has 
made all things for His pleasure (Rev. 
4:11; John 1:3), and the creation in 
which you are placed was designed for 
man’s provision and enjoyment. Then 
God created man in His own image 
(Gen. 1:27), and placed him in control 
of every living thing upon the earth 
(Gen. 1:28), 


God did all this with the foreknowl- 
edge that man would be disobedient and 
fall from the perfect state in which he 
was created. Then God, in His love and 
mercy, set into motion the plan of re- 
demption that He had conceived before 
the world was, so that all who will may 
come to repentance (2 Pet. 3:9) and 
may inherit eternal life. Even in his 
fallen state God considers man of 
inestimable value, far greater than 
the other created life on this earth 
(Matt. 6:26; 10:30, 31), of such value 
indeed that the whole world cannot 
be compared to it (Mark 8:36). 

% 


But the greatest measure of the worth 
of your life is seen in what it cost God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ to redeem it. 
It cost the most precious thing that God 
had, His only Son, and it cost the Lord 
Jesus the laying aside of the glory He 
had with the Father before the world 
was (John 17:5), and an earthly life of 
suffering and shame and humiliation and 
even death on the cross (Phil. 2:5-8), 
in order that He might have. the joy 
of redeeming you ahd me and restoring 
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us to fellowship with God, the Father, 
and to the glorious destiny for which 
He had originally created man. 
wg 

What is your life and mine worth? 
It is worth all that God could give, and 
the realization of this truth should send 
us to our knees in wonder and adoration 
and praise before the One who loved 
us and gave Himself for us. It is not 
strange, therefore, that with such a gift 
so valuable, God’s Word should remind 
us that we are not our own but we are 
bought with a price (1 Cor, 6:20; 7:23), 
and therefore should not be the serv- 
ants of men but should glorify God with 
these lives that God has given us at so 
great a cost. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 26 to January 1 


Mon.—Luke 11:14-23. 
Jesus Falsely Charged. 


PRAYER svedirons: “Some of them 
said, He casteth out devils through 
Beelzebub the chief of the devils,” Out 
from wicked hearts men charged Christ 
with being in league with the Prince of 
Darkness. But as He taught us that we 
are blessed when falsely accused for His 
name’s sake, so He Himself took joy- 
fully the worst that men could say 
against Him. Have you tasted a little 
of the bitterness of false accusation? 
Then rejoice that you have had a sam- 
ple, at least, of the froth of the bitter 
cup Christ drank. Count yourself blessed 
when falsely charged by others. Pray 
for grace to stand up calmly and even 
joyfully under false charges. 


Tues.—Luke 11:29-32. 
A Generation Seeking Signs. 


PRAYER SuccEsTions: “This is an evil 
generation: they seek a sign; and there 
shall no sign be given it, but the sign 
of Jonas the prophet.” How very evil 
was the generation Christ addressed may 
be judged by His use of the words, “evil 
generation.” Even Christ’s resurrection 
did not convince Israel. The sign of 
Jonah was the only one Christ would 
give that generation. We, too, live in 
days of doubt and unbelief, and it is a 
sign-seeking generation. Pray _ that 
Christ’s ministers in your area may have 
holy boldness for presenting Christian 
doctrine. 


Wed.—Luke 11:33-36. 
The Christian’s Light. 
Prayer Succestions: “Take heed there- 
fore that the light which is(in thee be 
not darkness.” Keep bright the light of 
the knowledge of Christ in your soul by 
continually looking unto Jesus. This is 









the only way your soul can be changed 
from glory unto glory. Light from the 
face of Christ is intended to be reflected 
in your life before men. Do not hinder 
the light of His countenance shining 
through you to others. Pray that your 
fellow believers may be careful to walk 
in the light of the Lord. 


Thurs.—Luke 11:37-44. Table Talk. 


PRAYER Succestions: “A certain Phari- 
see besought him to dihe with him: and 
he went in, and sat down to meat.” 
Some of the world’s best sermons were 
“table talks.” The Lord’s upper room 
“supper talk” will live forever. Paul's 
shipboard breakfast words will abide 
forever. Invite into your home guests 
whose talk at table can influence your 
children for life. Christian education in 
the home is much aided by having guests 
of high spiritual character. Pray for the 
spiritual welfare of children in Christian 
homes. 


Fri.—Luke 12:1-3. Beware of Hypocrisy. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Beware ye of 
the leaven of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy.” Make less of the form in 
religion and more of its power and in- 
fluence. Hypocrites dislike the spirit 
but love the form of Christianity. They 
want the honors religion can give, but 
not its piety and virtues. Many about 
us today desire only to make a fair show 
in the flesh. Pray for a revival that will 
make “sinners in Zion” afraid. 


Sat.—James 1:22-27. 
Sincerity of Religion. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Pure religion.” 
Christianity is the only true religion. 
Many have gone the way of Cain, the 
way of Korah, the way of Balaam, 
and the way of apostate Israel. In 
fact, all the religions in this world 
(excluding Christianity) fit into one 
of these four categories. Halfheart- 
edness puts worshipers outside the fel- 
lowship of saints. Only those find God, 
in Christ, who search for Him with all 
the heart. “Ye shall seek me, and find 
me, when ye shall search for me with 
all your heart” (Jer. 29:13). Pray for 
a deep, heart-searching ministry of the 
Spirit in Christian hearts in your church. 


Sun.—Psalm 24:1-6, 
Clean Hands and a Pure Heart. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Clean hands, 
and a pure heart.” Piety and purity 
are essential for efficient Christian 
witness and work. Innocency is the 
very token of sincerity in prayer. A 
clean heart has a clear view of the 
Lord at the throne of grace. Did not 
our Lord tell us that being right with 
Him is the great necessity in getting 
answers to our prayers? “The eyes 
of the Lord are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their 
prayers” (1 Pet. 3:12). Pray for an 
Isaiah 6:5-7 experience for all be- 
lievers 
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